History of Art 367: A Cultural History of the Midwest in the 20th Century

GEC  05 credits

· Writing and Related Skills.  Second Writing Course

Rationale for how this course fulfills GEC Second Level Writing Requirement:

History of Art 367: A Cultural History of the Midwest in the 20th Century was originally designed as an interdisciplinary honors seminar. Honors 542 was created and approved with support from a course development grant in 2000-2001. It was taught collaboratively for two quarters running by Profs. Barbara Groseclose (History of Art) and Steven Conn (History).  In the Winter Quarter (2008) Prof. Groseclose taught it solo. In piloting the course and by teaching it three times now, Prof. Groseclose came to the conviction that the undergraduate student population would be better served if the course were offered as a second writing course. Indeed, the course meets the guidelines outlined in the Model Curriculum because it focuses on the United States and because of its requisite emphasis on developing a facility in expository writing and oral presentation. The class will remain small (capped at 25), while a more diverse cross-section of the student population will be served. 

Specifically, History of Art 367 fulfills the Guidelines of the Model Curriculum in the following ways:

1. As a second writing course, HA367 will expand on the fundamentals of good writing that undergraduate students will have acquired in their first writing course.  By focusing on major American cities of the Midwest (e.g., Detroit, Chicago), as well as small towns in the American heartland, the student’s writing experience will be drawn from their examination and analysis of various media—the novel, the poem, painting, cinema, music, and architecture.

2. The core requirements for this second writing course include a 12-15 page research paper and an oral presentation for which students will receive feedback. Discussions in class about core writing problems and what constitutes “good writing” through the examination of significant texts will be central to the conducting of this course. The general writing text adopted for the course will be Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.

3. In exploring the subject of the American Midwest, students will produce weekly précis on assigned readings that will be subject to revisions.  These concise weekly summaries (2-3 pages in length) will be graded for both content and style.  In addition, the students will devise, in consultation with the instructor, a research project around a creative work—a photograph, a building, a literary work—and write a “biography” of its cultural production.  It is expected that this project will bring together the student’s own major field of study and the main theme of the course, namely, what is encompassed in the term “Midwestern,” what perceptions, assumptions, and images are associated with the concept of the “Midwest,” and how we might study cultural productions to increase our understanding of the origin and perpetuation of these characteristics.

4. 
Through discussion and oral presentations, the image of the American midwestern

 landscape will emerge as a discrete and comprehensive theme over the ten-week 

 period. Individual ten-minute oral presentations with an evaluative response from

 the instructor, along with peer critiques incorporated into the course, will serve to

 sharpen the student’s ability to contextualize cultural products within the larger

 theme of the course.

5. The evaluation of students’ writing and the final grade will be determined by a combination of differentially-weighted assignments. Whether the paper in question is a précis or a research paper, students will be assessed in terms of their demonstrated understanding of the material. The writing of the term paper will be evaluated in terms of composition (is there a logical argument? Is it developed logically?), coherence (do the parts of the paper fit together and lead the reader smoothly?), cohesion (do all the parts fit together seamlessly?) and competence (grammatical, punctuation, spelling).

History of Art 367: A Cultural History of the Midwest in the 20th Century

GEC 05 credits

· Arts and Humanities: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art.

Visual and Performing Arts (Breadth Category)

Rationale for how this course fulfills the Visual and Performaing Arts category of the Model Curriculum:

The required reading as indicated in the syllabus includes a broad and varied range of texts that will help students develop the capacity for aesthetic judgment and interpretation as they advance their levels of visual understanding. The geographic focus of the course will allow students to learn about, and appreciate, cultural difference in America as expressed through works of art.  Students will learn to articulate their experience of various media through a critical viewing of original works of art and documentary films.  The interpretive analysis of visual imagery as well as musical compositions are intended to develop, practice, and hone the students’ skills in writing and verbal communication. 

Specifically, History of Art 367 meets the guidelines of the Model Curriculum by providing the following: 

1. Through direct contact with major forms of human thought and expression, students will have the distinctive experience of interrelated cultural phenomena by participating in field trips to the Columbus Museum of Art and visiting local architectural sites, as well as through the reading of novels, poetry and essays, and the viewing of documentary films.

2. Students will develop abilities to respond, observe, and participate in the arts through the practice of visual and textual analysis, while simultaneously developing and honing a vocabulary that will allow them to articulate their experience in oral and written form. 

